
 

Nursery Curriculum Overview 2020-21 

Term 
Summer 1  Summer 2 

Learning Focus Activities Learning Focus Activities 

Enquiry Question / 
Theme 

Who Lives in the Wild?  How Things Change? 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development 

 

Plays in a group, initiates 
conversations, confident to talk to 
others when playing, 
communicates freely about home 
and family, interests and opinions, 
is able to wait, share and take 
turns with support, can adapt 
behaviour to different events, 
social situations and changes in 
routines.              

Small world zoo/under the sea,’10 
nice things’ maths game, visits to 
nature garden, role play, working 
in groups for cooking activities, 
turn taking games (lotto, matching 
games), fruit tasting and tally 
chart of favourite. 

Demonstrates friendly behaviour, 
initiating conversations and 
forming good relationships with 
others, keeps play going, 
confident to talk to other children 
when playing, asks adults for 
help, able to wait, take turns and 
share resources with support, 
aware of boundaries, rules and 
routines. 

Group discussion about journey, 
travel and visiting families, role 
play (holiday props, shop role 
play), school transition activities 
(self-portraits and name writing), 
create dances to different music, 
starting to school transition 
activities (visiting playground, Hall 
and new classrooms). 
 

Physical 
Development 

 

Moves freely and with pleasure, 
copies letters from name, handles 
tools, objects, constructions and 
malleable materials safely and 
with control, jumps and lands 
appropriately, plays racing and 
chasing games. Dresses with 
help, manages hygiene routines 
with help, eats a healthy range of 
foodstuff. 

Discussions about healthy living, 
growth, how we change, climbing 
on the trim trail, making up 
dances/movement to different 
types of music, moving like 
different animals, making healthy 
snacks to taste (fruit kebabs and 
pitta pizzas). 
 

Can catch a large ball, runs 
skilfully, uses one handed tools 
and equipment safely, climbs and 
jumps, landing safely, shows 
preference for a dominant hand. 
Begin to use a tripod grip, can 
copy some letters from name, 
eats a healthy range of food stuff, 
dresses with help, and washes 
hands independently.                 

Ball skills games, target games, 
timed obstacle courses and 
races, dancing/moving to different 
music, climbing apparatus for 
balancing and jumping, making 
healthy snacks to taste (dips with 
bread sticks). 

Communication 
and Language / 

Literacy 

Listens to others, Joins in with key 
phrases and anticipates key 
events in stories, is able to follow 
directions, sits quietly during 
appropriate activities, shows an 
understanding of preposition, 
responds to instructions (1 or 2 
parts), uses complex sentences, 
builds up vocabulary that reflects 
experiences, shows awareness of 
rhyme and alliteration, recognises 
familiar words (own name), looks 
at books independently and 
handles carefully, gives meanings 
to marks they see in different 
places. 

Small world zoo/under the sea, 
making flap book (retelling ‘Dear 
Zoo’), mini beast hunt, 
explorers/investigation area 
(magnifying glasses, natural 
objects, information books), 
Handa’s Surprise stick puppets, 
design and make mini beast 
garden/home, visits to nature 
garden, Handa’s surprise props in 
home corner, animal bingo/lotto, 
zigzag books (Caterpillar life 
cycle). 

Joins in with stories, remembering 
key events and phrases, follows 
2-part directions, answers a range 
of questions appropriately, uses 
language to imagine and recreate 
roles and experiences, shows an 
interest in print within the 
environment and books, 
recognises own name, looks at 
books independently and handles 
them carefully, gives meaning to 
their marks, continues a rhyming 
string, and hears and says initial 
sounds in words. 

group discussion about journeys, 
travel and visiting families, role 
play (holiday props, shop role 
play) , making books to retell key 
stories, school transition work 
(self-portraits and name writing), 
making stick puppets of 
characters from key stories, small 
world scenes to retell familiar 
stories, starting school transition 
activities (visiting playground, hall 
and new classrooms), Whatever 
Next props. 

 



 

Maths 
 

Realises anything can be 
counted, counts actions or objects 
that cannot be moved, counts 
objects to 10, and beyond, counts 
out up to six objects from a bigger 
group, talks about shapes in 
arrangements, used correct name 
for a range of 2D and 3D shapes, 
orders 2/3 things by weight or 
length, begin to say ‘1 more’ and 
‘1 less’ than a given number.                                                     

Sorting wild animals, 
construction/building animals 
homes, ordering animals/fruit by 
size,’10 nice things’ maths game, 
numbered baskets with fruit 
(sorting and counting), Guess the 
shape game (2D and 3D). 

Shows an interest in number 
problems, shows an interest in 
representing numbers, counts 
objects 1 to 5, then 1 to 10 
accurately, recognises and orders 
numerals 1 to 5, then 1 to 10, 
counts out from a bigger group, 
talks about shapes and 
arrangements, explores 
construction and building, names 
and describes shapes using 
mathematical terms. 

Counting beans into numbered 
pots, number bingo, recording 
scores for target-games, 
measuring sunflowers/beans 
plants, making different length 
caterpillars (junk modelling), class 
height chart, numbered rockets, 
designing and making rockets. 

Understanding the 
World 

 

Talks about the things they 
observe (plants, animals etc), 
developing an understanding of 
growth, decay and change over 
time, shows care and concern for 
living things and the environment.                                   

mini beast garden/homes, mini 
beast hunt, trips to the nature 
garden, digging plot, frog life 
cycle, visit to nature garden, 
explorers / investigation area 
(magnifying glasses, natural 
objects, information books), 
animal bingo/lotto, Handa’s props 
in home corner, making healthy 
snacks to taste (fruit kebabs and 
pitta pizza), making bird feeders, 
making seed bombs. 

Remembers and talks about 
significant events in their own 
experiences, recognises and 
describes special times or events 
for family or friends, talks about 
why things happen and how they 
work, can talk about some of the 
things they have observed, 
completes a simple programme 
on a computer. 

Group discussion about holidays 
and journeys, tally charts of how 
children get to school, mud 
kitchen, digging plot, mark making 
on the IWB, starting school 
transition activities (visiting 
playground, hall and new 
classrooms), caterpillars life cycle 
books, planting beans, 
investigating water proof 
materials for Bear baby’s hat 
(Whatever Next). 

Expressive Art and 
Design 

 

Moves in response to music, 
constructs with a purpose in mind, 
taps out repeated rhythms, uses a 
variety of construction materials, 
explore mark making in a variety 
of different ways, mix colours and 
textures, chooses particular 
colours for a purpose, captures 
experiences and responses with a 
range of media (music, dance and 
paint etc), introduces a storyline 
into their play. 

Movement/dances based on 
animals, Handa’s Surprise role 
play, small world (zoo/under the 
sea), Handa’s Surprise stick 
puppets, Dear Zoo flap books,  
zigzag books (Caterpillar life 
cycle), painting of jungle animals, 
animal prints paintings, making 
animal homes/habitats, a range of 
sensory activities for mark 
making, explorer’s den, making 
binoculars. 

Understands different media can 
be combined to create different 
effects, realises tools can be used 
for a purpose and uses them 
safely. Builds stories around toys, 
uses available resources to 
create props to support role play, 
captures experiences and 
responds with a range of media, 
engages in imaginative role-play.                                         

Butterfly prints, observational 
drawings of bean plants, making 
caterpillars, making rockets for 
baby bear, Whatever Next props 
in home corner, designing new 
hats for Baby Bear (Whatever 
Next), a range of sensory 
activities for mark making, 
designing miniature gardens. 

Books Dear Zoo, Handa’s Surprise  Jack and The Beanstalk, Jasper’s Beanstalk, Whatever Next 

Stories for talking Walking Through the Jungle  The Very Hungry Caterpillar  

 


